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PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE | 


Organization and Services 


C. G. JORDAN, Sec. of Agriculture R. G. BRESSLER, Deputy Sec. 


This Department is essentially a service agency created by legislative enactment to deal with 
administrative, rezulatory, investigational, and educational problems which can best be solved 
through public rather than individual action. The organization provides for coordination and 
cooperation with the Pennsylvania State College and the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
The Department operates through the following bureaus: 


ANIMAL INDUSTRY: T. E. MUNCE, Director and State Veterinarian 


Prevents and Eradicates transmissible diseases of animals and poultry, including tubercu- 
losis of animals in cooperation with Federal Government ; 

Demonstrates to veterinarians control methods for transmissible animal diseases ; 

Supervises vaccination for and the prevention of hog cholera, anthrax, black leg and 
hemorrhagic septicemia ; 

Protects public from unwholesome meats through ante and post mortem examinations of 
animals at slaughtering establishments ; 

Inspects, licenses and furnishes information as to breeding, soundness and conformation of 
stallions and jacks standing for public service; 

Enforces law requiring licensing of dogs and providing for protection of livestock and people 
from attacks of uncontrolled dogs; 

Maintains labratory for diagnostic research and experimental projects. 


PLANT INDUSTRY: . R. H. BELL, Director 


Tests agricultural seeds for purity and germination, and enforces State Seed Law; 

Inspects orchards, parks, farms, and plant imports for injurious insects and plant diseases ; 

Inspects and licenses Pennsylvania nurseries, and licenses all dealers in nursery stock; 

Enforces laws governing apicultural practices, disease control and housing ; 

Places and enforces quarantines and carries on eradication campaigns against insect pests 
and plant diseases ; 

Inspects and certifies potatoes for seed purposes ; 

Makes investigations for the control of injurious insects and plant diseases including field 
tests of insecticides, fungicides and weed killers ; ‘ 

Maintains collections of insects, plant diseases, plants, and seeds, and identifies specimens. 


FOODS AND CHEMISTRY: J. W. KELLOGG, Director—Chief Chemist 


Accomplishes its purpose of protecting Pennsylvania homes against harmful foodstuffs by 
sampling, analyzing, and bringing prosecution under the laws relating to foods and non- 
alcoholic drinks, including milk, cream, butter, ice-cream, eggs, sausage, fresh meats, soft 
drinks, fruit syrups, vinegar and kindred food products ; ! 

Regulates and issues licenses for the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine ; 

Licenses and regulates egg-opening plants and cold storage warehouses, maintaining regular 
inspection and enforcing twelve-month storage limit; 

Inspects milk plants and creameries and regulates weighing, testing, buying and selling of 
milk and cream on a butterfat basis; 

Protects honest manufacturers, importers, selling agents and ultimate users of feeding 
stuffs, fertilizers, lime products, linseed oil, paint, putty, turpentine, insecticides and fungi- 
cides, by means of annual registrations followed by inspections, analyses, procseutions and 
the publication of the analyses of these products; 

Analyzes special samples for residents of the State at the rate of $1.00 a sample for 
feeding stuffs, lime products and linseed oils, 


MARKETS: GEO. A. STUART, Director 


Investigates and assists in the marketing of farm products; at present chiefly grain and hay, 
fruits and vegetables, poultry and eggs, and tobacco; 


Compiles and distributes daily market information as to supplies, shipments and prices; 
Advises growers on transportation of agricultural products; 

Assists cooperative associations and public markets; 

Establishes standard grades of farm products and maintains inspection. 


STATISTICS: L. H. WIBLE, Director 


Assembles and disseminates essential statistics and facts pertaining to the agriculture of the 
State, from monthly reports rendered by hundreds of volunteer crop correspondents, informa- 
tion which assists the producer in his sales and interests all industries which deal with 
agricultural products ; 

Cooperates with U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics in joint crop and livestock reporting 
and publishes annual and monthly summaries of the data; 

Compiles dates of county and local fairs and assembles data pertaining to their success and 
results during each year, 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORT - 1928 


Collected and compiled by the 


PENNSYLVANIA FEDERAL-STATE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
and issued as the joint report of the 


United States Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture 


CROP AND LIVESTOCK REVIEW 


Agriculture experienced a rather unfavorable year in Pennsylvania in 
1928. Weather conditions were adverse at both planting and harvest time 
and prices received for many commodities were low. But, despite a decrease 
of approximately $30,000,000 compared with 1927, the estimated total value 
of all crops in 1928, $219,786,000 exceeded by approximately $1,000,000 the 
value of crops produced in all the New England States and New Jersey 
combined. 


Ranks High in Crop Production 


Measured by the value of the 22 leading field crops, Pennsylvania is the 
ranking agricultural State in the East. No other State east of Ohio pro- 
duced more corn, winter wheat, oats, rye or buckwheat in 1928 than did 
Pennsylvania. 


Among the States of the Union, Pennsylvania ranked first in the pro- 
duction of buckwheat, first in cigar-leaf tobacco, fourth in tame hay, fifth 
in potatoes (second in value), fifth in grapes, sixth in total apple crop 
(fourth in value), sixth in pears, seventh in rye, seventh in all tobacco, 
seventh in peaches, ninth in winter wheat, ninth in commercial apples, 
fourteenth in oats, sixteenth in corn, sixteenth in value of 22 field crops 
and eighteenth in value of all crops. 


Corn yielded slightly less per acre than last year but above the average 
in all of the Corn Belt States except Iowa. Wheat suffered from winter- 
killing and the Hessian fly and, consequently, the yield per acre was 3 
bushels less than last year. A new record in both yield and production 
of potatoes was established, the acre yield being 7 bushels more than the 
previous high yield of 123 bushels in 1923. The yield of tame hay, 1.59 
tons, was one of the highest on record. 


Fruit production was considerably above last year and the major fruit 
crops were worth approximately $2,220,000 more than in 1927. The apple 
crop was one-third larger, the peach crop almost twice as large and the 
pear and grape crops half again as large. The prices for all fruits were 
much lower than those received for the 1927 crop. 


Livestock Values Increase 


The increasing importance of Pennsylvania as a livestock State is indi- 
cated by the fact that this Commonwealth has moved during the past year 
from fourteenth to thirteenth place in total vaiue of livestock, and is now 
one of the six greatest livestock States east of the Mississippi River, being 
surpassed in value only by Wisconsin, Illinois, New York, Ohio and Indiana. 


The number of milk cows remains the same as a year ago. Price, however, 
has advanced $14.00 per head, and is the highest on record. Total value 


3 


4 


also exceeds that of any previous year and Pennsylvania now stands fifth, 
being outranked only by Wisconsin, New York, Minnesota and Iowa. Average 
value per head is higher than in any of these leading dairy States, except 
New York. 


The sheep industry showed continued strength during 1928. The number 
on January 1, 1929, was 4,000 more than a year ago and the price per 
head slightly higher, resulting in an increased value of $82,000. Wool 
production increased 218,000 pounds over the previous year. 


The estimated number of swine on farms January 1, 1929, is 715,000— 
126,000 less than a year previous. 


Horses continued to decrease in numbers and the decrease appears to be 
greatest in those counties where trucks and tractors can be used to advantage. 
No appreciable change has occurred in the number of mules during the 
year but prices are still advancing. 


Expansion in the poultry business apparently has been curtailed. Esti- 
mates indicate a decline in both the production of eggs during the year 
and the number of chickens on hand January 1, 1929. Prices were better 
than last year and compared with prices received for other meats, were 
considered favorable. The number of birds in flocks under official super- 
vision of the Department of Agriculture has increased 15 per cent. 


Production and Value of Crops 
and Other Preducts of Pennsylvania Farms 
for the Year 1928 


CEREALS 


The following report is compiled from the returns received from the official 
correspondents of the Departments; the estimates of prices received by pro- 
ducers are as reported December 1, 1928, except where otherwise noted: 


CORN— 
Estimated area harvested. cece: 1,283,000 acres 
Average yield Per ACY. cccccccccccteccecensssttnenenmnees 39.0 bushels 
Total estimated production... ccc eee 50,037,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel... 0.93 
Total estimated value of CLOP ee $46,534,000 
WINTER WHEAT— 
Estimated area harvested, 1928.00.00... ccc 1,101,000 acres 
Average yield Per BCL C..oc::ccccccsecccceccesttstnttmetisteienecesie 15.5 bushels 
Total estimated production en... cence 17,066,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel. $1.29 
Total estimated value Of CLOP ccc ec $22,015,000 
SPRING WHEAT— 
Estimated area harvested... 7,000 acres 
AVeEVA!) Vil POL ACC LA eecsecceneecrncsnrectnetnernnectnntntrnennenen 15.0 bushels 
Total estimated production... oe 105,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel... cece $1.27 


Total estimated value Of CLOP i.e $133,000 


OATS— 


Estimated area harvested... 
Average yield per acre.............. 
Total estimated production .. 
Average price per bushel........... 
Total estimated value Of CYOP ccc 


BARLEY— 


Estimated area harvested... 
Average yield per acre... 
Total estimated production. 
Average price per bushel. cen 
Total estimated value of crop... 


RYE— 


Estimated area harvested. 
Average yield per acre... 
Total estimated production ..... 
Average price per bushel. 
Total estimated value Of CYOD nec: 


BUCKWHEAT-— 


Estimated area harvested a.eee.eececccccccccce ccc 
Average yield per acre............ 
Total estimated production... 
Average price per bushel............. 
Total estimated value of crop 


POTATOES 
WHITE POTATOES— 


Estimated area harvested... 
Average yield Per Cree. ecetce ee 
- Total estimated production... 
Average price per bushel... 
Total estimated value of crop 


TOBACCO 
TOBACCO— 


Estimated area harvested aa cceeee tee 
Average yield per acre.............. 
Total estimated production... 
Average price per pound... ae 
Total estimated value Of CLOP 2. 


HAY 
TAME HAY— 


Estimated area harvested... occ 
Average yield per acre....... 
Total estimated production... 
Average price per ton................... 
Total estimated value of crop 


WILD HAY— 


Estimated area harvested 
Average yield PpeT CTC... 

Total estimated PTOCUCtLON 1a eoe cc 
AVeTASEe-PLICE: POL CON. neces 
Total estimated value of crop 


1,067,000 
32.5 


34,678,000 
$0.53 


$18,379,000 


$0.84 
$658,000 


103,000 
15.5 
1,596,000 
$1.07 
$1,708,000 


$0.89 
$3,384,000 


246,000 
130 
31,980,000 
$0.65 
$20,787,000 


$0.140 
$6,941,000 


2,924,000 


$12.50 
$58,062,000 


15,000 
1.45 
22,000 
$10.20 
$224,000 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
pounds 
pounds 


acres 
tons 
tons 


acres 
tons 
tons 


CLOVER SEED— 
Estimated area harvested .ee..ccec:scccccccsceccseces 16,000 
Average yield per acre............. = 1.6 


Total estimated production 26,000 
Average price per bushel... es $17. 75 
Total estimated value Of CYOP....-ceececccccecceectcceeene $462,000 
FRUIT 
APPLES (Total)— 
Estimated total crop Produce d...ieee..:.ccccccccceeccc 8,460,000 
Average price per bushel............. =i $1.15 
Total estimated value of crop $9,729,000 


COMMERCIAL APPLES— 
Estimated total crop produced... 1,043,000 
Average price per barrel............. $3.30 


Total estimated value of crop $3,442,000 
PEACHES— 

Estimated total crop produced... 1,867,000 

Average price per bushel... 1.55 

Total estimated value of crop $2,894,000 
PEARS— 

Estimated total crop produced... ccc 620,000 

Average price per bushel... $1.20 

Total estimated value of crop $744,000 
GRAPES— 

Estimated total crop produced... 22,680 

Average price per tM... $46.00 

Total estimated valve Of CHOP nceececcccereccenssnsnccesmeees $1,043,000 

OTHER FARM PRODUCTS 

MILK— 

Milk produced on the farms of Rennsylvans 441,270,000 

Total estimated. value... .c gcc eee $112,254,920 
BUTTER— 

Amount of butter made on the farms ............... 22,806,700 

Average price per pound for the year $0.46 

Total estimated Valwen.cciscciccecciiecce tices tecscctensscniel $10,464,910 
EGGS— 

Eggs produced on the PATI S sea eee 117,500,000 

Average price per dozen for the year... 0.36 

Total ‘estimated Values ccc cee sesh censatescsnanans $42,025,000 
WOOL— 

Number of fleeces Chipped e..neeeesscccssssscsssseesssssecesseeennt 393,000 

Average weight per fleece. icc tecseiin 3) 

Total estimated weight of ClP ce 2,948,000 

Average price per pound for the yeav.............. $.42 

Total, estimated. Vali Gecsscccesccnsiecieatnctsem ancien eee $1,225,120 
HONEY— 

TOMY PTO MUCC cececce cece seesdinteen rset een iteceeetstemeraaeneer epee 1,968,400 

Average price per pound for the yeav................ $0.22 


Total estimated ValWésc:ic1...4cscse tate $439,650 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


bushels 


barrels 


bushels 


bushels 


tons 


gallons 


pounds 


dozens 


pounds 
pounds 


pounds 


MAPLE PRODUCTS— 
Trees CAPO neeseccsecsessecesessneeeeteetineeecttnesnetnsenerneenennnnneeanee 


SUgAaL MAS aneerecsnsensneninnennntntntntntntntntntntnenmatanenenenennet 


Average price Pe@Y POUCA... nce 
Total estimated value............. 
Syrup ae oes ecensnsnesemerernenenntsentveennnenennrctnenenennentns 
Average price per Gallon weenie 

Total estimated Valve... ccc 
Total production in terms of sugar. F 
Average production Per tLe@@..ccccccenn 


607,000 


67,000 


$0.30 


$20,100.00 


157,000 
$2.21 


$346,970.00 


1,323,000 


2.18 


pounds 


gallons 


pounds 
pounds 


ESTIMATED VALUE OF FARM LANDS IN PENNSYLVANIA 


PLO WLAN DS—per acre eceesccccteccssseesetecseeesssteecseennnnnnntrnne 
FARM LANDS—with improvements, per acre... 
FARM LANDS—without improvements, per acre 


$54.00 
$76.00 
$44.00 


WINTER GRAINS FOR 1928 HARVEST 


WHEAT— 


Estimated area sown, fall of 1927 
Estimated area harvested, 1928... ccc 
Seeding, fall of 1927 compared with fall of 1926 
Estimated area sown, fall of 1926... 
Average abandonment, years 1919 to 1928............ 


Condition, December 1, 1927, compared with 


RYE— 


Estimated harvested area, 1928.0. 
Seeding, fall of 1927, compared with 1927 

VER TEN OSGeo ahaa ashestacaaiapas ats sescanggtinstsdececngoonenatanvetoness 
Estimated harvested area, 1927... 


Condition, December 1, 1927, compared with 
TUCO UTUN eA Sees oe ee eae cae ts sb snclechgedgabececenccchanstocnabyacciszencie tras stsonn 
Average condition, December 1, 1917 to 1926...... 


1,210,000 


103,000 
120 
86,000 


94 
90.2 


acres 
acres 
per cent 
acres 
per cent 


per cent 
per cent 


acres 
per cent 


acres 


per cent 
per cent 
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